


Kapua,ÊtheÊcaptainÊof ÊtheÊ
TeÊArawaÊWakaÊ(canoe)ÊforÊ
theÊjourneyÊfromÊHawaikiÊtoÊ
Aotearoa.ÊÊ

TheÊinsertsÊinÊtheÊtongueÊ
againÊrepresentÊbirth,ÊlifeÊandÊ
death.ÊTheÊtopÊrightÊblueÊ
panelsÊrepresentÊNgaÊWhetuÊ
(stars),ÊimportantÊinÊtheÊ
navigationÊof ÊtheÊwaka.ÊÊ

TheÊpanelsÊtoÊtheÊrightÊof Ê
Tama-Te-KapuaÊrepresentÊ
theÊTeÊArawaÊWaka.ÊÊ

TheÊsailÊhasÊcutÊoutÊshapesÊtoÊ
representÊtheÊfourÊwindsÊthatÊ
carriedÊtheÊwakaÊacrossÊtheÊ
ocean.ÊÊAlsoÊshownÊareÊtheÊ
tauihuÊ(prow)ÊandÊtheÊhull.ÊÊ

TheÊwakaÊencounteredÊ
dangerÊonÊpartÊof ÊitsÊjourneyÊ
inÊtheÊformÊof ÊaÊwhirlpool.ÊÊ
Fortunately,ÊdisasterÊwasÊ
avertedÊbyÊtheÊinterventionÊof Ê
Ngatoroirangi,ÊtheÊtohunga.ÊÊ

TheÊbottomÊpanelsÊrepresentÊ
TeÊMoanaÊNuiÊAÊKiwaÊ(theÊ
greatÊocean).

Hinemoa
& Tutanekai

SheÊtookÊsixÊcalabashes,ÊandÊmakingÊthemÊintoÊaÊ
primitiveÊsetÊof ÊwaterÊwings,ÊsheÊslippedÊintoÊtheÊwaterÊ
andÊbeganÊtoÊswimÊforÊMokoia,ÊbeingÊguidedÊallÊtheÊ
timeÊbyÊtheÊsoundsÊof ÊtheÊmusicÊcomingÊacrossÊtheÊ
water.ÊAtÊlastÊsheÊlandedÊonÊtheÊshoreÊof ÊtheÊisland,ÊbutÊ
sheÊwasÊsoÊcoldÊsheÊmadeÊstraightÊforÊtheÊwarmÊbathingÊ
pool.

ItÊsoÊhappenedÊthatÊTutanekaiÊsentÊhisÊslaveÊtoÊfetchÊ
himÊaÊcalabashÊof Êwater.ÊÊTheÊslaveÊpassedÊcloseÊtoÊ
theÊpoolÊinÊwhichÊHinemoaÊwasÊsitting,ÊandÊasÊheÊdidÊ
soÊHinemoaÊsaidÊÒForÊwhomÊisÊtheÊwater?ÓÊÊTheÊslaveÊ
answeredÊÒItÊisÊforÊTutanekaiÓÊÒGiveÊitÊtoÊmeÓÊsaidÊ
HinemoaÊandÊsmashedÊitÊagainstÊtheÊsideÊof ÊtheÊpool.ÊÊ
WhenÊtheÊslaveÊreturnedÊtoÊTutanekaiÊheÊtoldÊhimÊ
thatÊtheÊcalabashÊwasÊbrokenÊsoÊTutanekaiÊsentÊhimÊ

withÊanotherÊoneÊtoÊfetchÊtheÊwater.ÊÊHinemoaÊagainÊ
persuadedÊtheÊslaveÊtoÊhandÊherÊtheÊcalabashÊandÊagainÊ
smashedÊitÊonÊtheÊsideÊof ÊtheÊpool.ÊÊTutanekaiÊwasÊsoÊ
angryÊthatÊheÊdecidedÊtoÊgoÊdownÊtoÊtheÊpoolÊhimself.ÊÊ
HeÊcalledÊoutÊbutÊthereÊwasÊnoÊsoundÊorÊmovement.ÊÊ
TutanekaiÊfeltÊaroundÊtheÊedgeÊof ÊtheÊpoolÊandÊcaughtÊ
HinemoaÊbyÊtheÊhairÊandÊpulledÊherÊout.ÊÊÒWhoÊareÊ
you?ÓÊheÊcriedÊÒWhoÊdaresÊannoyÊme?ÓÊSheÊanswered;Ê
ÒItÊisÊI,ÊHinemoa,ÊwhoÊhasÊcomeÊtoÊyou.ÓÊÊAndÊwhenÊ
sheÊsteppedÊoutÊof ÊtheÊwaterÊheÊwasÊsureÊheÊhadÊneverÊ
seenÊanyoneÊsoÊbeautifulÊinÊhisÊlife.ÊÊTutanekaiÊtookÊ
off ÊoneÊof ÊhisÊcloaksÊandÊcoveredÊherÊwithÊitÊandÊtheyÊ
returnedÊtoÊhisÊhouse,ÊwhereÊtheyÊslept.ÊÊThusÊtheyÊ
wereÊmarried.

TheÊtopÊyellowÊpanelsÊ
representÊtheÊTupunaÊ
(ancestors)Êof ÊTama-Te-
Kapua,ÊancestorÊof ÊTeÊ
Arawa.ÊÊ

theÊmaleÊlineÊandÊtheÊrightÊ

line.ÊÊTheÊcutÊoutÊcirclesÊ

birth,ÊlifeÊandÊdeath.ÊÊ

TheÊcarvedÊheadÊbelowÊtheÊ

TheÊcarvedÊheadÊrepresentsÊ
Ihenga.ÊÊIhengaÊwasÊtheÊ
grandsonÊof ÊtheÊcaptainÊtoÊ
theÊTeÊArawaÊWaka,ÊTama-
Te-Kapua.ÊÊHeÊwasÊknownÊ
asÊIhengaÊtheÊexplorer,ÊasÊheÊ
discoveredÊandÊnamedÊtheÊ
lakesÊinÊthisÊarea.ÊÊ

headÊrepresentsÊaÊstylizedÊ
shag.ÊÊWhenÊIhengaÊarrivedÊatÊ
aÊpointÊknownÊasÊTuara-Hiwi-
RoaÊonÊLakeÊRotorua,ÊheÊ

onÊaÊtreeÊstumpÊinÊtheÊlake.ÊÊ
HeÊandÊhisÊfollowersÊmadeÊaÊ
snareÊandÊcaughtÊtheÊshags.ÊÊ
However,ÊtheÊshagsÊwereÊsoÊ
numerousÊthatÊwhenÊtheyÊ
attemptedÊtoÊfreeÊthemselves,Ê
theyÊliftedÊtheÊsnareÊandÊ

it.ÊÊIhengaÊsaid,ÊÒTheyÊwillÊ

TinirauÓ.ÊÊThisÊisÊwhenÊheÊ

LakeÊRotorua,ÊnowÊknownÊasÊ
MokoiaÊIsland.

BelowÊtheÊshagÊisÊNgongotahaÊ
MaugaÊ(mountain).ÊÊItÊwasÊ
onÊNgongotahaÊthatÊIhengaÊ
discoveredÊtheÊPatuÊPaiareheÊ
(fairyÊpeople).ÊÊItÊisÊsaidÊ
thatÊtheÊfairyÊpeopleÊnearlyÊ
capturedÊIhengaÊafterÊheÊ
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At one time there lived a beautiful maiden called Hinemoa.  Because of 
her high rank her husband was to be chosen for her.  On Mokoia Island 
Tutanekai was in love with Hinemoa, but because of his lowly birth he 

could not consider asking for her hand.

Tutanekai at nights would sit and play sad music, and on still evenings 
the music wafted across the water to where Hinemoa sat listening.  Night 
after night she sat listening to the music, until in the end she decided she 

would swim to Mokoia.
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drankÊfromÊaÊcalabashÊ
containingÊenchantedÊ
water.ÊÊIhengaÊmadeÊoff Ê
butÊwasÊchasedÊbyÊtheÊPatuÊ
Paiarehe.ÊÊHeÊmanagedÊtoÊ
escapeÊbyÊsmearingÊhimself Ê
inÊredÊochreÊandÊsharkÊoil,Ê
repugnantÊinÊsightÊandÊ
smellÊtoÊfairyÊpeople.ÊÊ

TheÊgreenÊMokoiaÊIslandÊ

MotutuapuÊAÊTinerau.

TheÊbottomÊpiecesÊ
representÊtheÊwavesÊof ÊtheÊ
lakesÊof ÊthisÊarea.

The Story of




